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The Call of the Wild 
 
In the frigid cold of December 2017, I embarked on a journey into the lonely, hostile Northland 
environment via Jack London’s The Call of the Wild. The book is about a Saint Bernard Scotch shepherd 
mix dog named Buck who lived in Santa Clara, California, but is kidnapped and sold by one of the hired 
hands to a miner headed north for the Klondike gold rush. Over the course of the story, Buck transforms 
from the king of the Miller ranch to a wild dog who understands the Law of Club and Fang: kill or be 
killed. Though London’s writing seems to be a harmless adventure story about a dog answering nature’s 
call of the wild, he is actually propagating his beliefs about naturalism throughout his book. 
 
As Buck enters the deep, dark recesses of the North, the call of his wild wolf ancestors slowly 
strengthens its hold on Buck’s mind. At these times Buck runs into the woods for days on end, answering 
the call. Once he met a timber wolf. The two of them romped around the forest for a few days. 
However, after a while Buck felt the urge to return to his caring master, John Thornton, and to the 
dismay of the timber wolf, loped back to his master’s camp. Another time Buck answered the call and 
chased down a bull moose. After a few days of struggle, the old bull finally succumbed to Buck’s 
persistent attacks.  
 
London’s naturalistic point of view comes to light when Buck dreams of an ape-like man. In his visions, 
Buck walked on the beach with the ape-man, ran through the forest with him, and watched over him 
while he slept. London pictures the ape-man as a missing link that is half evolved, writing that the thing 
swings through trees like an ape, but is also quite comfortable walking on the ground. 
 
The Call of the Wild was an entertaining read of Buck’s adventures, but I do not agree with London’s 
naturalistic perspective of uncivilized man, as this does not match with my biblical worldview. Buck’s 
hearing the call of the wild meshes with biblical history, as all animals are descended from two of every 
kind after the global flood, therefore, Buck’s original ancestors would have been wolf-like. Readers 
should be careful of London’s underlying worldview and think about the lessons that are hidden within. 


